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56 Synopses of Important Articles. [July, 

very many disciples of Christ since then, are not by any means faults of wicked- 
ness, but are chiefly due to deficiency of imagination. They are not typical Chris- 
tians, nor are the eleventh hour laborers and the prodigal. The typical Christian 
is the elder brother reconciled to the prodigal ; the all-day laborers graciously 
willing to be placed on an equality with one who came at the eleventh hour. 

Nothing particularly striking is to be found in this article except its comparison of the two par- 
ables ana the attention given to the episodes of the elder brother and the objections of the all-day 
laborers. The application of the teacning which they convey is certainly fresh and impressive. 



The First Temptation of our Lord.* — In the desert he is engaged in form- 
ing the plan for the creation of a spiritual humanity of a superior order. The 
temptations are surveys of the situation giving rise to competitions of methods. 
The Bread Problem of the world confronts him. This food problem, the physical 
basis of man, suggests certain modifications of his plan. Note three introductory 
explanations. I) These temptations are mental and spiritual, as shown in the 
third scene of the mountain and in the fact that two different orders of the tempta- 
tions are given. 2) The account is poetry, not history, in which the divine theory 
of Christ's situation is pictured. 3) The temptations are distributed over the 
whole period. The first temptation has nothing to do with Christ's hunger. He 
becomes hungry after they are over. The real trial is not addressed to hunger, 
but to Christ's philanthropy. Every temptation is a revelation ; this a revelation 
of the forces needed to make men Christian ; a temptation to the use of inferior 
forces. The natural basis of this temptation is the Bread Problem of this world 
and its relations both to the comfort of men and the spiritualities of Christ. The 
normal condition of man is one of bare subsistence. Will he who has the power 
make this condition easier ? Will not he who sympathizes with human need pro- 
vide relief? This problem of bread must be considered by Jesus. He solves it 
i) by revealing the ground-plan of our being ; the primitive element in man being 
the sense of God. It will not touch man's central need to make him more com- 
fortable. 2) He lets the natural law of poverty alone and introduces other and 
spiritual laws which regenerate humanity. 3) He utilizes this struggle for bread 
by converting it into a moral force. Out of this struggle we are to rise into higher 
being. A religion which brings comfort and ease would be worse than no religion. 
4) Crucifixion is the redemptive element. Divinity alone is not sufficient. Divin- 
ity and death make the true bread of man. Happiness must be preceded by holi- 
ness. Self-denial is the law of true life. 5) The message to the church is that her 
radical work is missions, not charities. These last will come from enthusiasms 
born of faith and love and worship. 

This article contains some stimulating material upon the temptations of Christ. It is weakened 
by an evident straining after effect and a desire to say something new in a striking way. Careful 
readers will find much that is merely speculative regarded as established fact. The view that all 
the temptations were addressed to the unselfish, the philanthropic in Jesus Christ has many attract- 
ive features. With some exceptions as to the style and theological peculiarities of the writer, the 
discussion will be found bright and helpful. 



Historical Situation in Joel and Obadiah.f — (i) The subject of Joel is " the 
day of Jehovah" as (a) a day of chastisement to Zion, (b) a day of recovery for 
Zion, and of judgment for the nations. (2) The first part of the book mentions 
three events: (a) a calamity of locusts (1:4-9 ; 2:i-iia) ; (b) a calamity of drouth 
(1:10-13; 1:14-20); (c) rule of foreign enemies (2:iib-i7). (3) The second part 
mentions, by way of introduction, Jehovah's answer to his people (2:18,19a) ; and 

* By Rev. W. W. Peyton in The Expositor^ May, 1889, pp. 369-391. 

t By Prof. Willis J. Beecher, D.D., in the Journal 0/ the Society of Biblical Literature and 
Exegesis, June and December, 1888, pp. 14-40. 



